& Support
February 2008

HAVANT memb e r <y,

A
er so06 “Fumm e

DEMOCRATS
www.havant-libdems.org

NICK’S OUR MAN

BY A SHORT HEAD!

The closeness of the vote last December, and the fact that many party members did
not vote, showed the dilemma felt by many, that either Chris or Nick could do a
brilliant job. But in the end, Nick won by only about 500 of over 40,000 votes cast.
He has already put forward some of the things he will stand up for such as more
police on the beat, instead of the wasteful plan to introduce ID cards, and for more
social mobility. Hesaysi You cannot have a Liberal
thousands of children condemned for life by the circumstances of their birth.

The absolute heart of Liberalism is that every ind

follow his or her dreams and aspirations, and yet society is even more
segregated than it wake ahags negead i Prni mg
Question Time to draw attention to the punitive effect of energy prices on the

poorest families, and the sky-rocketing rate of house

Members are now united behind someone who hopes to lead us to expand and
grow into a powerful force both locally and nationally.

PORTSMOUTH LIB DEMS
TROUNCE TORIES

Against all the odds, the Lib Dems stormed from
third place to win the by-election in Copnor, where
the Fire Station is about to be closed, with nearly
60% of the vote. The results were:

Lib Dem Andy Fraser (Fireman) 1,835

Conservatives 904

Labour 349
Sadly at the meeting this week of the Fire
Authority, the vote to close Copnor Fire Station
was won with 15 votes against 13. Both Labour
Councillors on the Fire Authority voted for closure.
Havant will benefit from this, as at the same
meeting, it was decided to make Havant Fire
Station a full station, with 24-hour cover. But
when Portsmouth is gridlocked, how quickly will
they be able to get onto Portsea Island?
Meanwhile the Lib Dems now have 20 seats on the
City Council, strengthening their minority control,
with 15 Tories, 4 Independents and 3 Labour.
But it took |l ots of hard

MAY

ividual should be able to

repossessions.

THANK YOU

Our sale in December raised lots of money for our

Local Party so that we were ready and able to fund a

general election if one had been called. Many

thanks to the members who gave and helped

display and sell the goodies. We rely on this and
our Supportersé Club to fund
campaigning, so that our social events can be enjoyed

by members and supporters.

The sale will take place again in July and November

this year, so please start looking out any good bric
brac or gifts (sorry no electrical goods). We had a
good clear out of clothes, so any good quality
secondhand clothes are welcome.

BOOK SALE ON MARCH 15 ™

In an attempt to clear the 40 boxes of books, we have
booked the Emsworth Centre, in South Street, fo ra
morning, and hope you can come and buy some books
and have a cup of coffee too. Helpers welcome!

ELECTIONS - HELP!

This year all Havant Borough Council wards will be electing one councillor.
We will have 14 candidates — 11 provided by our own constituency party, and
3 by our neighbouring constituency. Can you help in any way by delivering
leaflets in areas other than your own ward, by addressing some envelopes or
by helping on May 1st. Please help us to win more votes for the Lib Dems.

You could also make sure you vote, by asking the Electoral Office (023 9247
4174) for a postal vote, which anyone is now entitled to.
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FROM THE CHAIR i by Ray Cobbett COUNCIL SNIPPETS

A New Year and a new Leader, as Nick Clegg takes over to steer us | n December, the Indepe  ndent Review
through it.  First impressions count and on this score, Nick has made a | Panel recommended considerable

brisk start naming his top team within days and creating a positive || ncréases in both the Basic Allowance for
impression a t Pri me Minister ' s Question councillors and the Special Responsibility

member to contribute to a review of all aspects of how the party functions. Allowances, costing the Council taxpayers
nearly £23,000. We accepted the
The polls, too, are up.

. . . . principles the Panel had used to arrive at
The high spot of our political year is May, when a third of the Borough || the allow ances, but argued that the Basic

Council seats fall vacant. The campaign team is very busy deciding where | Allowance should be frozen this year, not
we can make the most progress. I || increased by over 7%. This would

and come forward to help with deliveries, computer work or offering to || reduce the whole package to an increase
stand as candidates and agents. Faith will be defending Battins, while || of just over £3k. The Tories and Labour
elsewhere in Leigh Park there are opportunities to make gains at the |J| councillors spoke vehemently against it,
expense of both the Tories and Labour. The County elections will be held || and one Tory councillor  accused us of

in 2009 (probably in June to coi nc| beingvicious!
wedowellin the 5 wards that go to mak ¢ MeanwhileinLeigh Park we are concerned
Park Division. at the future of Pride of Place, and are

We are very fortunate in having three outstanding councillors, led by Susan || trying to find a way, with the volunteers,
Stocker. They have taken principled stands publicly on a range of local || to enable this to remain open.
issues winning them respect from the ruling party, some of whose || Finally, the 2008/09 Budget will be

members have apologised for their negative behaviour towards our || agreed atthe end of this month. It has
councillors. been difficult, as the extension nationwide

We shortly plan to relaunch our website and | would welcome ideas on how || ©f the local concessionary bus fares for

W Id make it more effective. H t n th mpaian trail over -60s in April, is an unknown cost,
e could make ore efiective Ope 10 see you o € campaig a likely to be £800k, when the Government

shortlv. R aVv CO b bett grant is only £300k. Parking and other

charges will go up. We are trying to

sug gest ways to lessen the impact. Do
come along to hear the debate on
Feb.27 ™ in the Civic Offices at 5.00 p.m.
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DI ARY DATES

February 23" i all day
REGIONAL CONFERENCE i Oxford
Training and debates — well worth going — contact Jennifer.

YOUR EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

February 26" - morning Chair

FAIR TRADE COFFEE MORNING i Havant Ray Cobbett 012 4338 9487

A chance to meet Liz Leffman, PPC for Meon Valley — contact Jennifer Secretary

February 261 7.30 p.m. Jennifer Moore-Blunt 023 9247 5833
Treasurer

ST JOHNOGS COLLEGE, SOUTHSEA, POL I

Norman Baker, MP, speaking — for details contact Jennifer. Michael Ponsonby 012 4337 2825

Membership Officer

March 7" 9" i all weekend Liam Hutchings 023 9247 5140
FEDERAL CONFERENCE - Liverpool

A good weekend, but book accommodation now — contact Jennifer. Susan Stocker 012 4337 5510
March 10™7 7.30 p.m. Faith Ponsonby 012 4337 2825
ADOPTION MEETING FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS - Havant Ann Buckley 023 9247 3512

All welcome to come and meet some candidates — contact Jennifer
www.havantlibdems.org
www.libdems.org.uk

March 15" i morning
BOOK SALE T 10.007 11.307 South Street, Emsworth
Do come along for coffee and help Party funds — contact Faith

ST @)r= 1 2) RIFSSE
Qur Supporters’ cl
still very close to the point where the
first prize becomes £50. JOIN UP
NOW and be one of the first to win this
new top prize. - just £1 each month for
a ticket, and as many tickets as you
like. Try it for six months, or better still,
ayear. It's a great way to support the

May 1
LOCAL BOROUGH ELECTIONS i ALL WARDS
Lots of help needed — contact Faith
All welcome — if you would like a lift to any of these, or
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MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT THE SECRETARY I

SUPPORTERS¥L UB/

W iINNERS local Party and for the Party to give
NOVEMBER Alan (Ems .), Yvonne (Stakes), lan (St.Faiths) something back to its supporters. Half
DECEMBER Roger (St.Faiths), Yvonne (Stakes), Faith (Ems.) the cash goes towards our election
JANUARY Henry (Bondfields), Neil (Bondfields) Faith (Ems) fund and half as prizes. The draw is
FEBRUARY Ron (ex -Bedhamp), John (loW), Alex (Portsmouth) held once a month. Pick up the phone
Themoreticketsyou have,themore and call Susan on 012 4337 5510 for

rhanrcesnfwinninan an application form.



